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onoured Sirs, 


N Compliance with your Requeſt, which 
1 has with me the Authority oo Command, 

venture to Publiſh an Eſſay on the Sure 
vord of Prophecy, 4 ſmall Attempt on a 
Great 


DEDICATION. 
Great Subjef, which a late Writer has en 
deavour d to Ridicule. 0 


It was not intended as an Anſwer th 
His Grave piece of Buffoonry, but 
be look'd upon as a Prelude . Comple 
Defence which a very able Hand is pre 

LET - | 


I beg leave to obſerve, that the Strata 
gem of our grand Adverlary has been mi. 
formly: ana' artfully managed, tho by under. 
workers of very different Characters and 4. 
bilities. Not long ago ſome fine Wits o 
this Party chiefly labour d to ſhorten on 
Creeds, and reduce them to this one, plain 
fundamental Article, ſeſus is the Meſſuh. 
But now we are with much Freedom told, 
that the whole Story of the Meſſiah is 4 
mere Jewiſh Fable, that has no' Foundation, 
but in the Dreams of Enthuſiaſts, and th: 
wild miſapplication of Types and Allegories 
This" Free- peaker vas at length generouſi 
diſcover'd the whole Secret; and with 4 
little Learning and much Malice made Him 


ſal 


DD I CAT L O N. 


An Writers of the firſt Charafter.. 


1 maſs fill have ſome Compaſſion for that 
range want of Taſt and Judgment, which 
ndert any confidering Perſon from loving 
hat Religion, which does ſo great Honour 
o Humane Nature; and from feeling the 
ge of thoſe many Arguments for it's 
Support, which amount to a Demonſtration. 


I am in no Pain for my ſelf, provided I 
an do any ſmall Service to this Cauſe, 
hich I have the Honour to appear in. And 
he principal Satitfaction I propoſe, is to 
gage ſo Venerable à Body of Pivines in 
he Defence of the Meſſiah. I conſider you, 
s Patrons of my Argument, which, your 
Elaberate Vindication of the Chriſtian Re- 
loion, your Complete Victory over the Re- 
vers of old Hereſies, and the new-mo- 
lellers of Theology, and your repeated Tri- 


prove you very Able to Defend and Adorn. 
And the great Prudence you have ſhewn in 
the 


mphs over the Free-thinkers, abundantly 
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DEDICAT ION. 
the Good Government of this Univerſiy, 
which" has been ſo remarkably diflingui 
by His Majeſty's unexampled Munificenc, 
promiſes all that Care and Circumſpeltim, 
which any Controverſy can require. 


If I Succeed in this Application, I ſrl 

more readily be pardon d any miſtakes | 

this imper fett Eſſay. 
I am, 


Honoured Sirs, 
Pour moſt Obedient Servant 


St. John's. 
Fuly 24. 1724 


J. Ngwcowms 


II. PRT. I. T 19. 


' 


We have alſo a more Sure 
word of Prophecy. 


as Chriſtian Religion is founded on the 
Rock of Ages, and cannot be ſhaken by 
the united Force of Infidels and Here- 
ics. In every Age it baffles the Attempts of 
s Adverſaries, and confirms the Promiſes of 
ur Lord, who has aſſured us, that He 0 
e with his Church * to the end of the World, 
nd that + the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
ainſt it. 6 


This however has not diſcouraged a Hardy 
Writer, and well kzown Enemy, from labour- 
g to undermine one of the ſtrongeſt Sup- 


orts of the Chriſtian Fabric. This laſt Effort 


Matt. XXVIII., 20. of Matt, XVI., 18. 


1 He 


1 A SERMON' Preach'd before 
He has made with great Inſolence on the 2, 
phecies concerning the Meſſiah contained in 
the Old Teſtament, and very juſtly ſaid to hy 
fulfilled in the New; by greatly miſrepreſen, 
ing the Nature of thoſe Prophecies, and cn. 
deavouring to weaken the Force and ridicuk 
the Extenſive ſignification of them. 


Our unfair Adverſary has concealed fome d 
the principal Evidences of the Chriſtian Relig 
on, and divided it's Proofs. The Literal Pri 
phecies, which alone are a Sufficient Found; 
tion of our Faith, he has paſs'd over in $ 
lence; and the Typical and Allegorical Pr 
phecics he ſtrives to expoſe, by pretending i 
defend them. The great Miracles and glot 
ous Works, which Feſus wrought, and to whid 
he fo often appeals, as convincing Proofs « 
his Divine Commiſſion, he arrogantly lights 
And in effect repreſents the whole Syſtem e 
the Goſpel, as an Enthuſiaſtic or Juggling | 
poſture, which has neither Truth nor Streng 
to ſupport it. 


My preſent Endeavour is to vindicate thi 
Argument for the Truth of Chriſtianity, whic 
is taken from the Prophecies of the Old Ti 
ſtament. And, becauſe the main Purpoſe « 
this Writer is to ridicule thoſe Which al 
Typical and Allegorical, I ſhall chiefly labo 


to ſupport hem, and content my ſelf 4 
25 bare 


The UniversITY of Cambridge. 3 
rely Mentioning ſome few of the Literal 
rophecies, which he has rejected. 


| ground my Diſcourſe on the Words of St. 
peter, Who had the Honour of being a principal 
Attendant on Jeſus in the Courſe of his Mini- 
ry; who ſaw Him transfigured in the Holy Mount, 
and was an Eye-witneſs of his Majeſty; who 
heard * the woice of God the Father ſpeaking 
om the excellent Glory, This is my Beloved Son, 
„ whom I am well pleaſed; and yet, without 
diminiſhing the Force of that Divine Atreſta- 
jon, declares, f we have alſo a more ſure word 
Prophecy, Sea rep To mrpprTRO Q. 

It is not neceſſary to underſtand theſe words 
in their comparative ſignification; as if Pro- 
phecy was more ſure than the word of God 
himſelf z or more Credit were to be given to 
his Meſſengers and Interpreters, than to God 
the Father in Perſon: For nothing is more 
commog among the Greeks, than to uſe a com- 
rative word for an abſolute one. 


And yet, conſidering that zhis Price of God 
was tranſient, and heard only by a few Per- 


Nature as might occaſion in ſome Men ſuſpi- 
cions of Partiality ; it may be truly athrm'd, 
that ſtanding Prophecies of Holy Men in dif- 
krent Ages, agreeing with one another, and 
In Pet, I. TH v. 29. 
127. bf | Ba 
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ons, whole relation to Jeſus was of ſuch a 


41 QA'SERMON Preach'd before 
Centrin 1 all in one and the ſame Perſon & 
C 


Feſus are a more convincing Argument 
a more = and permanent Proof, of his be. 


ing the promiſed Son of God, the Redeemer an 
Governor of Mankind, 


For, ſince the Actions of Men flow from: 
Principle of Freedom, and are under the Super. 
intendence of an infinitely wiſe and all-power 
ful Providence, it muſt be granted, that Fore. 
telling the greateſt Events, that God or Man 
'are-concernd in, is above the Power of Al 
created Beings; and that * Prophecy could n 
come by. the will of Man, but Holy Men of Gu 
ſpale, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, And, 
if we ſhall find a Scrics of 8 8 Prophets 
All agreeing in their Characters of the Meſſiah, 
and preparing the World for his Reception 
by a Voice, not to be counterfeited ; (theſe On 
cles being publiſhed to the Gentiles, ſome Ages 

before his Coming, in the moſt Univerſal Lan 

guage:) We muſt confeſs, that the Word of Propbe 

ey was the moſt Sure, the moſt Public, the moſtAu 

. thentic Vora, that could be ſpoken to the Sons d 
Men; and ſuch as will deſerve our utmoſt At 

tention and Reverence. But if this Ford ſhoul 
prove Unſucceſsful, we ſhall not wonder, that 
the Miraculous Works of the Son of God have nol 
their duc Effect upon the * of Divine Reve 

8 2. Pet. I. 210 1 
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ne UMVERSTTY of Cambridge. 3 
ion: for * if they hear not Moſes and the Pro- 
lets, neither will they be perſwaded, tho one roſe 
mm the Dead. 


In the Proſecution of this Subject, tho very far 
ncath its Dignity, I ſhall obſerve this method, 


L I will mention ſeveral Literal Prophecies 
f the greateſt Importance, which relate to the 
eſiah, and were fully accompliſh'd in Feſus. 


IL, I will more largely ſhew, that Typical 
d Allegorical Prophecics are of great force 
nd validity; and moreover, that, in the Que» 
ion now before us, they arc beautiful, uſeful, 
nd nece ſſary methods of Deſignation , and II. 
tration. 8 


/ 


III. I will very briefly obſerve, that the 
armony and Conſent of Prophecies, Literal, 
Typical, and Allegorical, deliver'd by Holy 
en of God in different Ages of the World, 
nd of different methods of Life, was the mot 
oplete, and moſt divine Intimation and De- 
cription of the Aeſſiah, that could have been 
yen to Mankind. 


Iam to mention ſeveral Literal Prophecies 
df the greateſt Importance, which relate to the 
Meſtah, and were fully accompliſhed in Feſws. 


The firſt, which I ſhall ſpeak of, is that Pro- 
LY * Luke XVI. 31. miſlory 
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6 A SERMON Preatb'd 'befire 


miſſory one, given to Abraham the Father i 
the Faithful, * that in his Seed ſhowld all the x 
milies of the Earth be Bleſjed. 

This is no Allegorical but Literal prediQiq 
of an Univerſal Bieſing to be confer d d 
the Sons of Men. * | 

And if a Deliverance from Sin and Deat 


(the curſe entailed upon Mankind ;) if eſtablih 


ing the moſt perfect Rules of Morality ; if pr 
pofing the moſt divine Example of Lite; 
promiſing the greateſt Aſſiſtances of Grace; 


making our ſincere Endeavours acceptable t 
God; if bringing Life and Immortality to Light 


if theſe be the greateſt Bleſſings : Then is thi 
Prophecy fully accompliſhed in FJeſus. 
2, Another Literal Prophecy concerning thi 
Meſſiah, was ſpoken by the Patriarch Fac 
on his Death-Bed. 
The Sceptre ſhall not depart from Fudal, m 
# Law-giver from between his feet, until Shild 
came; and unto him ſball the gathering of th 
People be. | 
In-this remarkable Prophecy the Time of hi 


Appearance is diſtinctly foretold, many Age 


before the Tribe of Judah was in poſſeſſion © 


the Regal or Legiſlative Power. 


3. Another Literal Prophecy was deliver 


by AMoſes, near the time of his departure. 


| + The Lord thy God will raiſe unto thee a In 
# Gen, XII. 3. + Gen. XLIX, 10, + Deut, XVII! 
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Here is not one Allegorical word in this me- 
norable Prophecy. And tho" ſome are pleaſed 
o underſtand it of an Order of Prophets, who 
marded the Law of Moſes, and watched for 

eHonour of God and the prublick good; (who 
vere ſometimes permitted to make Diſcoveries 
future Events in private Families, to prevent 
he conſulting Sorcerers and Diviners;) yet it 
m literally and ultimately belong to no Pro- 
het, but One who ſhould equal Aoſes in giv- 
ng Laws and working Miracles; in Privilege 
ith God, and Authority with Men. 


That this was the Senſe, and ſuch the Ex- 
cation, of the Fewiſh Church, we have a re- 
narkable Teſtimony at the end of Deuterono- 


, ſuppoſed to be placed there after the Cap- 
iy. 


* And there. aroſe not à Prophet ſince in Iſrael 
lite unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to 
face; in all the ſigns and the wonders, which the 
Lord ſent him 10 do in the Land of Egypt, to 
Pharaoh and to all his Servants, and to all his 
Land; and in all that mighty hand, and in all 
the great Terror which Moſes ſhew'd in the ſight 
"rf al 1/rael. 5 

* Deut. XXXIV. 10, 11, 13. ; EL 
| EE. Well 


4 
| 


that the doing of many and great Miracles is 


Prophets, but would exhauſt our whole time to 


. ſign, cries out, as if the Event was then pre 


on the Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom 


8 48ER, N Preachd befa 


Well then might Feſus refer the Fews to th 
writings of Moſes; * There is one that accuſe 
you, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt. For hal 
believed Moſes, ye would have believed me: fir | 
wrote of me. 


From hence we may gather by the wa 


one eſſential Character of the Meſſiah, and mud 
to be regarded. 2 


Theſe few Prophecies are taken ſolely from 
the Books of Moſes, and are the Foundation 
of thoſe numerous and more particular ones, 
which are to be found in the Pſalms and the 


mention. | 


4. I ſhall give you but one, out of a great 
Number, from the Noble Prophet 1/azah ; who, 
honoured with the Proſpect of God's great De 


ſent, + Unto Us a Child is born, unto Us 
Son is given; and the Government ſhall be up 
on his Shoulder; and his Name ſhall be calle 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Ever 
laſting Father, (+ or the Father of the Age to 
come,) the Prince of Peace. Of the increaſe 0 
his Government and Peace there ſhall be no End, i. 


* Joh. V. 45. 46. + Iſaiah IX. 6, 7. f Verſion of be LXX. 
10 


the UniverstTyY of Cambridge. 9 
order it, and to eſtabliſh it with Fudgment , 
d with Fuſtice, from henceforth even for ever. 
This Kingdom, ſo often mention'd by ſucceed- 
zz Prophets, is ſo ſtrongly applied to Feſms, 
ore his Conception, by the Angel Gabriel, 
at it cannot be overlooked by a fair Adverſary. 
H this Prophecy ſhould rather be placed a- 
jongſt the Allegorical ones, (and none but 
ich our Adverſary will allow to be cited in 


e New Teſtament,) I ſhall make farther uſe 
fit in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, 


5. I cannot paſs by that auguſt Prophecy, re- 
ded by *Haggas; I will ſhake all Nations and 
x Deſire of all Nations ſhall come; And I will fill 
ww Houſe with Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
be Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be greater 
un of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; and in 
1 | will I give peace ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
Now ſince, as the Fews acknowledge, ſeveral 
eat Privileges were wanting in this latter Horſe, 
the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Shechinah,) which 
ade the former ſo truly glorious; we may juſt- 
contend, that this Prophecy was then ſolely 
Id fully accompliſh'd, when the ſecond Temple 
& Honour'd with the Divine Preſence of Feſus, 
c Prince of Peace, who had the Prophetic + Spirit 
thout meaſure, and ** was the Brightneſs of his 
ber Glory. 
I Chap, v. 7. f v.99. Joh. III. 34. 4 Heb. I. 3. 
a G Laſtly, 


) 


10 A SER MON Preach d before 
Laſtly, To mention no more, the Propheg 
concerning * Meſfeah:, "the: Prince, to be cut 9 
after threeſcore am two weeks, and the Def 
#ion of the City and the Santtuary, is ſo lite 
and determinate; that one would wonder ho 
any Man can have the Hardineſs to inſinum 
that the Prophecies relating to the e/ſiah u 
purely Allegorical. 
But, as juſtice has been done to this brand 
of the Argument by ſeveral ancient and nt 
dern Writers, I paſs on 


1 


II. To ſhew more largely, that Typical x 
Allegorical Prophecies are of great force: 
validity; and moreover, that in the Queſti 
now before us, they are beautiful, uſeful, anda 
ceſſary methods of Deſignation and IIluſtratio 


1 I ſhall argue firſt 2» general from the Natu 
of Types and Allegories, which 1 beg Lea 
to lay diſtinctly before you. 
The firſt time the word Tvy7os occurs in ti 
LXX's Verſion of the Old Teſtament is in th 
Command, which God gave to + Moſes, 4 
that thou make them after their Pattern (or Tf 
which was ſhew'd thee in the Mount ; and i 
firſt place I meet with it in the New Tal 
ment, is where the doubting Apoſtle fays, | 
cept I ſhall ſee in his Hands the print (or III 
of the Nails — I will not believe. 
Dan. IX, 26 + Exgd, XXV. 40. f Joh. XX 
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* Univeauty/ of Cambridge. 11 
The former of theſe is a Type of things Fu- 
the latter is a Type of ſomething Paſt. 


So” that in general, a Type is a lively Im- 
telſon or Repreſentation of any Thing or 
erfon; it is an Image or Picture A 
e Lincaments and Characters of the Origin 
ind there is a ſtrict relation between the Type 
ind the thing Typified , which may be called 
ts Anti-type or Counter: part. 


Shadows, Prints, Footſteps, are natural Types 
thers take their Riſe from invention and ap- 


The Divine Ideas are the Original and moſt per- 
et Types; and our own are Types of the things 
yithout us, and repreſent the Objects to which we 
efer them: and the nearer and more perfect 
uch reſemblances are formed, the better we 
wprehend their Nature and Conſtitution. But 
ounds have no likeneſs to our Ideas; nor Fi- 
zures to Sounds. So that both of theſe muſt 
e reckon d mere arbitrary Signs, uſed by con- 
ent, having no natural Relation to the things 
gnified. Whereas Types are the moſt naty- 
i the moſt ancient, and * moſt e 
guage. 
Now! as a Picture has firſt its out- lines drawn 
Proportions deſcribed ; and afterwards by va- 
ſous Lights and Shades expreſſes the apparent e- 
Ananped and ręceſſes of the ſurfacez and at length 
C 3 by 
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12 A SERMON Preach d before 
by nice Colouring and curious Ducts, ging 
you a lively repreſentation of the Look, Ait 
and Spirit of the Original: So a Type my 
be in any degree of reſemblance ; it may give u 
an Idea in any point of view, and be moreq 
leſs expreſſive, according. to the Skill or Py 
poſe of the Deſigner. 


Allegories are Modes of Speech, wherein ont 
thing is expreſſed , and another meant; the 
are Diſcourſes under borrowed Names and fe 
reign Ideas; they are founded in a fort of t 
ſemblance, which may be called compound 
. But a ſingle Thing, Action, 0 
Perſon, may be a Type, and very expreſlire 
tho nothing ſhould be written or ſpoken con 
ccrning it. Many are the forms of Allegori 
cal Speech; ſuch as Anigmas, Fables, ani 
Parables. But they are ſo well known, that 
ſhall not dwell upon their Deſcription. 


I come now to ſhew, that Prophecies couch 
ed in Typical and Allegorical Terms arc 
great force and validity, as well as uſe at 
beauty. 


It is certain, that whatever helps to enlivet 
our Thoughts, and animate our Notions, gie 
an uncommon pleaſure to the Mind, and mak 
it ſelf more conſider'd and better remember 
For Man employs himſelf greatly in finding 
and framing, and treaſuring.up e 
| | I 


* 


the UniveraTY of Cambridge. 23 


id lively Images of things. The ſhorteſt way 
learning Languages, Arts, and Sciences, is 
Imitation; and by the ſame Method is Po- 
iteneſs, good Manners and Religion propaga- 
ed. One of the greateſt beauties in Poetry 
5 apt Similitudes and the metaphorical Dreſs, 
hat common Notions are cloathed with; and 
he whole Art, if we will take a great * Critic's 
ord for it, is founded in Imitation. We love 
ocompare our Ideas, and to find Agreements and 
Relations: and to be able to repreſent our 
houghts in ſuch a lively manner as pleaſes the 
Imagination, is a Perfection greatly admired 
and much ſtudied. It gives them Life, Spirit, 
and Force; and offers ſuch a compaſs and ful- 
neſs to the Mind, as engages all our Powers of 
Attention and Contemplation. 

A Prophecy then, eſpecially of great Event 

and Importance, which is recommended to us 
in Types and Allegories, can loſe nothing by this 
beautiful, this forcible way of Repreſentation, 
which is ſo agreeable to our Intellectual Facul- 
ty, entertains our Imagination , and thereby 
lecures a laſting place in our Memory and Af 
fection. 
Let us Examine the fundamental Prophecy, 
eliver'd to Man in Paradiſe, whoſe Language 
is in part Allegorical. f The Seed of the Wa- 
nan ſball bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 


© Aviſtots + Gen, III. 15. 


The 


— 
* 


45 21> — 


— * 


2 3 
at — 
wn * 
2 === — » 


Oe EW 


= 


— — — — 
. — 922 . * 


3. 8 - 
— ttt,Ats 44 


Tz 
2 
a — —U— 2 £ J 
* — — dy — 1 = — ”—— I” I. - = 


* . \ 


- —— 2 — ee — 
— — _— - — 
= k ; 


14 4 SERMON: Preach'd before 
he Seed of the Womans is no Allegorical Tem 
but a general Expreſſion for ſome: deſcendey 
of that Woman, and well adapted to one, 
who ſhould be born without Man's concur. 
rence 3 it might be very comfortable to thy 
Sex, which was firſt in the tranſgreſſion, ani 
defend them from future Reproaches, as wel 
as ſupport them in Child- bearing. 

As the Serpent ſeems well choſen by th 
fallen Angel, for his natural Subtilty and Ad 
dreſs, to be the Inſtrument of his Temptation; 
ſo the Language of the Prophecy, the ſentence 
of Condemnation, is exactly ſuted to cxprek 
his Fraud, and perpetuate the hiſtory of his 
Crime, and the certainty of a Conqueſt ove: 
him. 

This muſt needs be a great ſupport to our 
firſt Parents, that God would not deſert them, 
tho' driven from Paradiſe ; and that the De. 
cciver, whoever he was, ſhould not ruin their 
Poſterity, but have his Policy and Malice defeat. 
ed, and his Empire overthrown. The bruiſing « 
the Serpent's Head, wherein his Strength and Sub 
tilty lies, finely conveys. the Idea of a complete 
Victory deſign'd over the Enemy of Mankind; 
and cannot poſlibly be miſtaken for a /izeral Pro 
miſe concerning the brute Animal, which would 
have been ſmall ſatisfaction to a ruined Species 
and unworthy of the Solemnity, with which it i 
introduced, and the great Hiſtory of a World 
IK 5 Created 


\. 
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rated; and Paradiſe loſt ; of the Obligations 
wing to God as Creator, and the Reverence 
ue to him as Judge. . 
This Allegorical or Typical Prophecy ſeems 
o have all the Force and Beauty that Language 


ould give it; and to be well fitted to raiſe 
he Expectation of mankind. 


In like manner, it is no diſadvantage to the 


: 


ther Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, that = 
e is repreſented therein as a Star, that ſhould $2 


ome out of Facob; and -as a Sceptre that ſhould 'F* 
il out of Iſrael; as one that ſhall b enlighten BY 
e Gentiles, open the Eyes of the Blind, bring the % 

Priſoners out of Priſon, and them that ſit in 
Darkneſs from the Priſon-houſe ; that ſhall not 
break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoak- 
ins Flax; that in his time © every Valley ſhall 
6: Exalted, and every Mountain and Hill be made 
Wo; that 4 he Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 
and the Leopard lie down with the Kid; e that 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be the Girdle of his loins, and 
Faithfulneſs the Girdle of his Reins; that f he is 
We refiners Fire, and like fullers Soap; s that 
ball drink of the brook in the way, and there- 
fore ft up his head; h that he ſhall ariſe as 
the Ken of _ righteouſneſs with Healing in his 
Wings; | that he ſball break his Enemies with 
a Numb. XXIV. 17. bIſfai.XLII. 3. 6, 7, 8. c lfai. XL. 4. 


| 
0 d Iſai. XI. 6. e 5. f Malach. III. 2. g P. CX. 7. 
1 * Malach, IV. 2. i Pl. II. 9. 


? a rod 
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a rod of Tron, and daſh them in pieces lite , 
Potters veſſel; * that he ſhall fit at the right 
hand F God, and make his enemies his Footſtu| 


It appears from the nature of Types and A. 
legories, that they are of great Force and Beau. 
ty, and very uſeful to convey to lateſt Poſt, 
rity Prophecies of great Importance. 


But 1 ſhall further endeavour to retriere 
them from Contempt, by ſhewing 


1. That Allegories have been much eſteemd 
amongſt Learned and Polite Nations. 


2. That great and important Truths were 
diſtinctly convey'd in this Method. 


3. That the Prophecies concerning the Af, 
fah, however Allegorical, were, as to the Sub. 
ſtance of them, well underſtood, and faithful- 


ly tranſmitted. 


4. That Typical repreſentations of the eſſial 
were ſutable to the Majeſty and Deſigns of God. 


J. That theſe Methods were in ſeveral re- 
ſpects, molt proper for the Preſervation and Com- 
pletion of the prophecies. 


PI. CK. 1. 


t. Al- 
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1. Allegories have been much eſtcem'd as 
nongſt Learned and Polite Nations. 


If we look back into Zgypr, whoſe Schools 
ff Learning are moſt renowned for curious 
nowledge, as well as Antiquity, we ſhall find; 


ature of God and Man, were involved in Al- 
egorical and Typical repreſentations. And 
ere it was that Moſes, by the ſpecial Provi- 
lence of God, was adopted by Pharaoh's Daugh- 
er, and prepared by the beſt Education, which 
he whole World could give him, to under- 
ike the Government and Inſtruction of his 
hoſen People. 


The alwiſe God condeſcended to approve 
he Learning then in Vogue, and taught the 
ons of Abraham a Hicroglyphical Religion. 


No wonder then, that Pythagoras, who gather'd 
his extenſive Wiſdom from F#4ea and Syria , 
from Egypt and Babylon, wrapped it up in Sym- 
bols and Allegories, as the Vehicle at that time 
df all others the moſt palatable, and moſt like- 
to inſinuate it into the Eſteem and Memory 
ff his numerous and noble Diſciples, 


It is true, the Poets gave too great. a Looſe 
0 their Imaginations, and ſo blended their 
Theology and Philoſophy with the Fabulous and 
the Marvelous, as to loſe the Truths they in- 
tended to adorn, and to diſguiſe the Traditions 


* 


D of 


hat their choiceſt Doctrines, concerning the 
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of their wiſer Anceſtors with inconſiſtent te. 
preſentations. However, we may hence learn 
the Mode of the precedent Ages, which con. 
tinued both in Greece and Rome, till Learnins 


came to its greateſt degree of Perfection. 


Virgil, who is allowed to have refined upon the 
Grecians, and to have improved the Roman Tat 
to it's utmoſt Capacity, has given an irreſiſtible 
Sanction to Allegory, when he *expreſles the 
greateſt Revolution foretold in Prophecy in 
the Language we are ſpeaking of. 


The conduct of Providence is herein juſtly 
to be admired, that ſo Wiſe, ſo Celebrated, 
a Poet ſhould thus recommend to all future 
Ages the nobleſt remains of the ancient Hbil, 
(as has becn well proved by Learned Men; 
and deſcribe the great Change, that was juſt 
then going to be wrought by the Sen of Ga, 
in the moſt polite Age, in the Mctropolis of 
the World, almoſt in the very words of thc 
Fewiſh Prophets. For, whilſt he was without 
reaſon, and beyond mcaſure, flattering the li. 
tant Son of a Rowa;z Conſul, he was in reall 
ry preparing the World to expect a new State 
of Things, a new Age of Truth and Virtue, 
under the Conduct of the Meffiah, whom he 
furprizing]y ſtyles (in words that cannot be ret 
der'd) Magnum Jovis Incrementium. 


But all the utc I need now make of it, 
NF Eclog. 4 N | 10 
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to ſhew, that Allegories have pleaſed Perſons 
of the correcteſt Judgment among the Politeſt 
Nations. 


2. Great and Important Truths were diſtinct- 
ly convey'd in this method. 

One can hardly conceive, that Men of Learn- 
ing and Wiſdom ſhould be pleaſed with Alle- 
gories, except they were capable of being di- 
ſtinctly underſtood : for nothing is ſo diſagree- 
able to the Underſtanding as Darkneſs. Clear 
and diſtinct Ideas have always been moſt agree- 
able to Men of Reach and Penetration; only 
it was their peculiar Pleaſure to ſee beyond 
that Veil, which they held betore vulgar Eyes. 

Whoever will take the pains to ſearch into 
the valuable Fragments of ancient Learning , 
will find that there were no Truths of Moral 
or Natural Science, which they did not con- 
vey in Symbols and Hicroglyphical repreſenta- 
tions, There is enough left in Horus Apollo, (or 
what goes under his Name,) Pierius, and ſeve- 
ral other Authors, to convince any Man of the 
Truth of this Aſlertion. 

The Omnipreſence of God is finely ſhadow- 
ed in that celebrated Symbol aſcribed to Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, 4 Circle, whoſe Centre is every where, 
and whoſe Circum ference is no where, 


The late Learned * Aſtronomer of Oxfora, 
® David Gregor. 


D 3 Who 
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who was no Viſionary, but a profound Ma. 
thematician, pronounces, *that by the Harmon 
of the Spheres, the Samian Philoſopher under- 
ſtood, that the Gravitation of the Planets to the 
Sun, was reciprocally, as the Squares of their Di. 
ſtances. from him, | 

It would be endleſs, to eſtabliſh this Propo- 
ſition by Examples. But it is certain, the Re. 
putation of the Symbolical Philoſophy could 
never have attracted the Eyes of the molt piere- 
ing Wits, except the Notions were capable of 
being therein conveyed with Gertainty and Fi. 
delity; and this could not be done, unleſs the 
Alliance between Ideas and their Symbols had 
been fixed and determinate. 

Some time indecd was required to learn this 
ſacred Character: but then the Wiſdom hid 
under it had ſomething in it ſo ſublime and 
ſacred, that they Reverenced the very Language 
wherein it was taught. Whilſt other talkative 
Philoſophers were Wrangling and Diſputing, 
they were ſilently admiring the profoundnels 
of the Invention, and the ſafety of the Con- 
yeyance. | 

This method preſerved the Pythagoric Do- 
ctrines, reduced to a determinate Senſe and a 
narrow compaſs, entire and uncorrupt through 
many Ages. The Precepts of his Religious Phi- 
loſophy were few and awful; and contributed 
much to refine the Manners of Men, and to 
* Prefat. Aſtron, Phyſ. | incite 


* 
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cite them to the Imitation of the Deity; and 
a great meaſure prepared the Heathen World 
x the Inſtructions of that Heavenly Teacher, 
ho hath ſhewed us the True way to Perfecti- 
and Happineſs, * and who opening his Mouth in 
ables utter d things, which had been kept Se- 
i from the Foundation of the World. f ho 
Ears to hear, let him hear. | 
But, whether Men will hear, or whether they 


Il forbear, + Wiſdom is ſtill juſtified of her Chil. 
rn, 


z. The Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, 
weyer Allegorical, as to the Subſtance of 
em, were well underſtood and faithfully 
anſmitted. a f 
Here it is much to be lamented, that we 
we not ſo complete a Hiſtory of the Ex- 
ation of the Fews, as this Subject deſerves. 
ut if the Stream appears at different Intervals 
niform and increaſing, (tho' not always above 
tound,) and at laſt running with a full Cur- 
nt; we may conclude, there was no inter- 
tion in the Conveyance; and that the hope 
Iſrael was much ancienter than the Capti- 
1 | | 
This, (if true,) will beſt account for the 
ort hints we now find of things of the laſt 
Iportance : for, if they were then well ex. 
* Math, XIII. 25. + ve 43. + Math. XI. 19. 
| | plain'd 


1 
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plain d and underſtood, the brevity of the Te 
might contribute to the more caly and perk 
Remembrance of them. 

I cannot but think, the word Shiloh was 
known to expreſs the Meſſiah. Otherwise 
would be ſtrange, that the circumſtance of Tir 
ſhould be predicted, if the Perſon and Char; 
of Him, who was to come, was entirely unknoy 

This Knowledge was, (I preſume, ) mu 
promoted by the Schools of the Prophets, y 
were chicfly employ'd in the Study of the 
cred Books, and in preparing themſelves | 
Devotion and Muſic for the IIlapſes of f 
Holy Spirit; and, whenever they felt the [ 
vine Impulſe, they either recorded the wo 
drous Providence of God in Sacred Hymn 
or enforced the moral Precepts of their Ly 
or gave a further Light to the foregoing Pr 
phecies. 

When the public Sins drew down upon i 
Nation public Calamities, it was their Cuſto 
to conſult the Oracle of God, to look to 
wards with a ſteady Eye of Faith to the gra 
Revolution, that was to happen in the lan 
times, and thence to give Comfort and Su 
port to their diſtreſſed Kings and dejettt 
People. 4 

With this View, the abruptnels of their St! 
and the loftineſs of their Expreſſions, : 
great Beautięs in the P/alms and the Propheci 
a 


I” 


* 
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d, without it, many remarkable Hymns and 
mons in the Old Teſtament would fall 
fly ſhort of that Gravity, and Character of 
dom, which undoubtedly belong to the 
almiſt and the Preacher. 

With this Key you open with a Maſterly 
mmand the Myſterious Conceptions and Ex- 
eſſions of the Prophets; They then reaſſume 
eit primitive Dignity, and are buſy about the 
reat things of God, which * the Angels deſire 
| look into. Of which Salvation the Prophets 
ve enquired, and ſearched diligently ; as St. f Pe- 
informs us. 

The promiſed Seed of Abraham, the fountain 
f their Bleſſings ; the Son of David, the Sor 
Man, the Son of Goa, the Great King of the 


eſiah, and ſo well underſtood in the times 
the Prophets, that He is called by + Mala- 
hi, the Lord whom ye ſeek; the meſſenger of 
he Covenant, whom ye delight in. 

ut nothing can better eſtabliſh this Propo- 
tion, than to obſerve how many Characters 
pt the Me ſſiaß were preſerved entire, thro 
any Years of Captivity and Ages of Corrup- 
on, even till he made his public Appearance 
It Feruſalem. This likewiſe exhibits to us one 
gnal Inſtance of the Wiſdom of God's Pro- 
dence in ſuffering his choſen People to ſo- 
* I Pet. I. 12. + I. 10. + III. Chap, v. 1. 
journ 


fevs, were ſuch endcaring Characters of the 


from the Eaſt to Worſhip the Infant Meſſiah i 
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journ ſo long in Foreign Countries: for | 
this means the Knowledge of the One God v 
more widely propagated ; and the Expectatib 
of the Meſſiah ſpread over all the Eaſt 
Countries. 

It is obſerved by two Roman Hiſtorians, th 
there had prevailed all over the Eaſt an ann 
and conſtant Opinion, that it was in the Fat 
Cor Prophecies, ] that about Veſpaſian's time, th 
ſhould ariſe from Fudea thoſe, who ſhould obty 
the Empire of the World. 

Now ſo frma perſwaſion could hardly hy 
been univerſally entertain'd, without Sacred Ay 
thority to ſupport it, and without an amiable A 
count of the Monarch, to engage the Though 
and Affections of the People. But the Ad 
vantages, expected from this Revolution, give 
a good reaſon, why the Fewiſh Prince ſhoul 
be (as he is ſtyled in the Prophecy + abore 
mention d) The Deſire of all Nations. 

It is certain, that the + Viſe Mer, who can 


a Foreign Country, expected a King of al 
uncommon Character, and extenſive Powe 
For what had they to do with the King of {i 
ſmall a Territory, as Judæa, already govern 
by a Politic Prince ſupported by the Pow: 
of Rome ? The King of the Fews, to whom the 


* Sueton, in Vita Veſp. cap. 4. Tacit, Hiſt, L 5. c. I;. 


+ Pag. 9. + Math. II. 1, 2. 44 


Call 
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ame to pay their Homage, muſt needs be that 
mat King, of whom Ancient Prophecies had 
niſed ſo univerſal an Expectation. 

That Herod thus underſtood their Errand, is 
lain from the Queſtion he put to the Men of 
arning, here the Meſſiah ſhould be born? And 
he ready Anſwer, which they return'd, ſhews 
hat the Language and Meaning of the Pro- 
hets had been much conſulted, and were well 
derſtood ; + in Bethlehem of Fudea; for thus it is 
ten by the Prophet, And thou Bethlehem in 
he Land of Fuda art not the leaſt among the 
Princes of Fruda + for out of Thee ſhall come a Co- 
mor, that ſhall rule my people Ifrael. And He- 
could not more effectually ſhew his Belief 
ff this Interpretation, than by his abſurd and 
Diabolical Endeavour to defeat it. 

That this Expectation was as commonly 
ntertain'd in Samaria, is maniteſt from the 
onference which Feſ#s held with the Woman 
it Hehar, who had this juſt Notion of the 
ah, t that He was comme, and that He could 
ell her all things; and her Country-men, hay- 
Ing heard him ſpeak, acknowledg'd, that ** Ze 
'as indeed the Meſſiah, that is, as they rightly 
underſtood it, the Saviour of the World. 

John the Baptiſt knew, that the Meſſiah was 


* Matt. H. 4. f. 5. 8. +]Joh IV. 27. . . 42. 
ff Joh. I, 29. | 
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that Lamb of God, which taleth away the Sin of 
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the World, When Philip met with Nathan! 
he ſaid unto him, e 7 found Him of . 
Moſes in the Law, and the Prophets, did writ 
and Nathanael, upon conviction, ſhews he ha 
been no ſtranger to his Character, ſaying unte 
Feſwus, f Thou art the Son of God, Thou art 1 
King of Iſrael. 

It was well known among the Jes, that th 
Meſſiah ſhould have an uncommon Original 
and be able to do many Miracles; +jj#her t 
Meſſiah cometh, no Man knoweth, whence he i; 
then the Meſſiah cometh, will he do mi 
miracles, than theſe which this Man hath dnt 

They underſtood his eternal Prieſthood, an 
were much offended, when- he talked of hi 
future Sufferings; ** we have heard out of th 
Law, that Chriſt abideth for euer; and how ſa 
thou, the Son of Aan muſt be lifted up? Wil 
is this Sow of Man? Is this another Son « 
Man? 

All which, and much more of the ſame n 
ture which might be added, will abundant 
prove, that the Language of the Prophets v. 

well umderſtocd; and that the Allegories, and & 
condary meanings, were faithſwlly tranſmit 
and that the Prophecies relating to the 44 
ah, as to the Subſtance of them, were intel 
gible to the wprejudiced part of the People. 


* Job, I. 4x tf 1:49. ff Joh; VII. 27. 1 
** ſob. XII. 34. 


4. Ip 


The UniveRrsITY of Cambridge. 27 


4. Typical Repreſentations of the Meſſiah 
ere ſutable to the Majeſty and Deſigns of 

The Creator ffamped on the World an Image 
f Himſelf; and expects that by this Type, Men 
hould trace out the Nature of the Deity, and 
onfeſs his Greatneſs and their own Obliga- 
1018. 

This is the Doctrine of Holy Paul, and is ac- 
nowledg'd by the greateſt Philoſophers. hat, 
hich may be known of God, is manifeſt in them; 
i God hath ſhewed it unto them. For the invi- 
ble things of Him from the Creation of the World 
re clearly ſaen, being underſtood by the things 
hat are made, even his eternal Power and Gods 
rad. 

Todelincate in like manner by ſeveral Types 

d preſię urements the Condition, the Nature, 
e Offices, the Actions, the Sufferings, the Vi- 
tories, the Triumphs, and the Gifts, of the 
teat Redeemer, is ſuch a Majeſtic way of Re- 
ceſentation, as could only have God for it's 
luthor, and Me ſſiah for it's Subject. 

The whole Temple-Service ſeems contrived 
preſerve in the Minds of the Fews a Noti- 

of that Great Sacrifice, which was to be of- 
rd in due time for the Sins of the World ; 
d that remarkable Type of the Paſchal! Lamb 
tangely repreſented, and exactly exhibited, that 
* Romy, I. 19, 20. | 

| E 2 Lamb 
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Lamb of God, which was intentionally /n 
from the foundation of the World. | 

The very Order of Prophets was a ſort ( 
Type of that great Prophet, who ſhould ariſe 
amongſt them, and perfectly reveal the whole 
Will of God, 

The particulars of the Fewiſh Hiſtory are ſo 
choſen by Divine Appointment, that there j 
ſcarce a Patriarch, a Judge, a King, a Prophet, 
or a Ruler, who does not bear ſome Typical 
Repreſentation of the Meſſiah. 

Their Books of Hymns are every where (6 
crowded with Prefigurements of his Nature 
and Exploits; of his Offices of King, Prich, 
and Prophet; that they are perpetual Declines 
tions of Him and his Church, and ſuch as could 
only be deliverd by the Allſceing Spirit ot 
God. 

Here we may behold Him in every poſtureo 
Humiliation and Exaltation 3 * he reproach of 
Men, and deſpiſed of the People; © poured out lit 
water; d compaſſed with Heathen Dogs; wit 
hands and feet pierced; © his garments parted 4 
mong them, and lots caſt npon 2 Veſture ; * brough 
into the duſt of Death; yet as Prieſt for ever, af 
ter the Order of Melchizedek; h begotten agai 
from the Grave, i without ſecing Corruption 


a Rev. XIII. 8. b Pal XXII. 6. c y. 14. d v. 16 
e V. 18. Tv. 15. g Pſal. CX. 4. h Pfal. II. 
i Pal. XVI. IO, 6 : 


* having 


* 


The University- of Cambridge. 29 


having the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the 
moſt parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion 3 A.- 
ung up on High; leading Captivity Captive 3 
rjving Gifts for Men, that the Lord God might 
ell among them. + As King of Glory, entring in- 
Heavens Everlaſting doors; **& Sitting upon the 
me of his Holineſs. 


| give you too Contracted a View of that 

ypical Delineation of the Meſſiah, which fills 

ery Devout Perſon with Admiration and Tranſ- 

ort, and is ſo ſutable to the Majeſty and De- 

zus of God; ſerving to reveal Him to thoſe, 

ho Meditated on the ſacred Volume of his 

aug, who relicd upon his Promiſes, and were 

onverſant in his Temple; and at the ſame 

me preſerving theſe Myſteries from Contempt, 

conccaling them in ſome meaſure from 

hole, who 7r:azculed all things Sacred and Re- 

gious. n 

if It is the Glory of God, ſays the wiſeſt of 
len, to conceal 4 thing but the Honour of 
ing is to ſearch out à matter. | 


This Royal Philoſopher and Preacher was a 
reat admirer of, and proficient in, the Enig- 
atical Learning; which was ſo much eſteem- 
d in the Eaſtern Countries, that Crowned 
eads did not think it below them to liſten 


* Pſal. II, 8. + Pfal. LXVIII. 18. + Pfal, XXIV. 9. 
* Pral. XLVII. 8. tt Prov. XXV. 2. 


tO 


ly valued in the wiſeſt Nations, and Queſtion 
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to ſuch profound Wiſdom, or even to Tray, 
for ſuch delicate Entertainment. 


As the Mathematical Sciences are now juf 


of this nature are frequently ſent from on 
Kingdom to another for Solution: ſo in an. 
cnt times /Enigmas & Typical Problems were 
propoſed by Men of Renown z and a Facilin 
in reſolving them was thought a great intelle 
Qtual Accompliſhment. 


Every Age has its Taſt; and it ſutcd as wel 
the Goodneſs, as Majcſty, of God, to tea 
Mankind in the way, they moſt eſteemed. This 
raiſed their Curioſity, gratified their Inclinati 
on, preſerved the Prophetic Promiſes, and e. 
very way anſwer'd the Deſigns of God. 


5. Theſe Methods were in ſeveral reſpet 
moſt proper for the Preſervation, and Comple 
tion of the Prophecies. 


The Fews, as appears from their own Hilto- 
ry, were a very Carnal and Stubborn race of 
Men, who rebelled againſt that Divine Power, 
which preſided over them in fo peculiar a man. 
ner, without any Reaſon or foundation of Con 
plaint. And though they were very faithtul 
in preſerving the Divine Revelations, whillt 
they obey d the Precepts therein contain'd; 
yet, no ſooner did they relapſe to * 
| an 
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nd Idolatry, but they neglected the Copics 
f that Law which bore Witneſs againſt them. 
But, when the Promiſes of a Great Prince 
d Deliverer were open'd to their View, this 
ten raiſed their Spirits, and promoted the 
ue Reverence of their Sacred Writings. They 
cadily entertain'd the Ideas of a Powerful Sa- 
jour, who ſhould confound their Enemies, 
nd rule them with a rod of Iron. But had they 
horoughly underſtood, that the Aeſſiah would 
ome to reform their Manners, to ſubdue their 
ride, and to teach them Humility and Pati- 
nce, it is much to be queſtion'd, whether their 
oly Books had been ſo faithfully tranſmit- 
ed to Poſtcrity. Had they clearly foreſeen, 
hat the Me ſſiah ſhould have been put to an 
gnominious Death by Heathen Soldiers, they 
robably would not have been fo punctual in 
their Tradition, nor ſo cager in their Expecta- 
lon. 

So that the Partial Conccalment and Veit- 
ing of theſe diſagreeable Circumſtances was ule- 
full to keep up their Hopes; and the throwing, 
lome part of His Character into a Shade might 
contribute to preſerve it from Contempt, and 
o defend the Prophetical Books from Iuterpo- 
ation and Corruption. 

By this means the Evidences of the Chriſtian 
Keligion were preſerved by thoſe, who proved 
«W's moſt inveterate Enemies; and the Chriſtians 
were 


fiah, the promiſed King of the Jeus; ſuch! 
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were hereby entirely freed from all poſlit 
Suſpicion of having adulterated the Dam 
Oracles. | 
As this Method of Divine Providence guar, 
ed the Prophecies from Abuſes and Corruption 
ſo it greatly facilitated the Completion of then 
on which the whole Occonomy of our Sah: 
tion entirely depended. 
For had it been plainly revealed, that 5% 
the Son of Mary, born at Bethlebem, bred un 
der a Carpenter in Nazareth, ſhould be the 14 


the Pride of one Man, the Envy of another 
the Jealouſy of a third, the Hardineſs of 
fourth, the Corruptneſs of all, that it vou 
have been impoſſible, without a Series of Mi 
racles, and a Total overthrow of Human Li 
berty, to have preſerved Him from his Nativi 
ty to his Manhood, in ſo perverſe and wick 
ed a Generation. What Icalouſies, what Con 
tentions, What Scditions, would have ariſen 2 
mongſt Phariſees and Sadducees, Fews and g 
maritaus, Scribes and Lawyers, Heroa7ans and 
Libertines, Prieſts and Princes, if the Time 
Place, and every other Circumſtance relating t 
the Appearance of this divine Perſon had ber 
named, or deſcribed in the moſt Exprels and 
Literal manner? 

We ſee how great Deſtruction the Jealou! 


of Herod brought upon the Infants of Bethie 
hen 
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, becauſe it was believed, that That was the 
ace, where the Meſſiah ſhould be born. 


And from this one Example we may judge 
a thouſand ill Conſequences, that would cer- 
vinly have followed, had this been the con- 
nt Method of Deſignation. 


As ſome degree of Obſcurity was uſeful to 
xerciſe the Induſtry and Faith of honeſt En- 
uirers; ſo it was ſerviceable to the Executing 
f the Decrees of God, and the Fulfilling of 
hoſe Prophecies, which declare, that the 2Meſ- 
# ſhould be * wounded for our Tranſgreſſions , 
d bruiſed for our Iniquities. 


It is in ſome meaſure owing to theſe Typi- 
al Delincations, as well as to the narrow Policy 
f the Princes of this World, which hinder'd them 
tom diſcerning the hidden Wiſdom and Coun- 
| of God, that the Meſſiah + bare the Sins of 
a, and was number d with the Tranſzreſſors. 
For, had they known it , they would not dare 
d have Crucified the Lord of Glory. 


So that we may ſafely conclude, that the 
ypical and Allegorical manner of Painting 
ut ſome ciroumftances of the Meſſiah, contri- 
ted to the Preſervation and Completion of 
he Prophecies; and therefore was the beſt 
id moſt commodious for Mankind. 


| come now very briefly to conclude 
" Ini LIII. 7. . 12. 2 + 1 Cor. U. 8. 
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III. That the Harmony and Conſent of Pro. 
phecies Literal, Typical, and Allegorical, del 
verd by Holy Men of God, in different Aves | 
of the World, and of different Methods of 
Life, was the moſt complete and moſt divine In. 
timation and Deſcription of the Meſſiah,” thit 
could have been given to Mankind. 


* — 22 amn — a 


We cannot conceive 4 more Noble 0 
more Proper way of Introducing the Son of G1 
the Reſtorer of Truth and Righteouſneſs, int 
the World, than by preparing Mankind by pr 
dictions and repreſentations of various Forms, 
different Ages, by Men of different Method 
of Life, to expect and entertain Hm; by er 
citing their Curioſity, and giving {till new ant 
more enlarged Proſpects of the Grandeur, an 
Dignity, and Offices of that Perſon, Who wa 
to make ſo Divine a WA on the: T heat! 
of the World. 


ps as —?'-P Xx tos ae —T—_ 


| — 


If the principal Intent of, his coming . 
made known to our firſt Parents in Paradiſe; 
the Deſign was more fully explain'd to Alralu 
the Father of the Faithful, ſo that He [av 
Day and rejoiccd; if his Prophetic! Office v 
plainly and, literally foretold by 449/cs, \ 
gave the nobleſt Proofs of his being taken | 
ro Familiarity with God, and whoſe Wiſdo 
was famed through all the World ; if thc N 

* tu 


88 
* 


* 
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tare of his Kingdom, and the Extent of his 
church are magnificently ſet forth by David and 
folomon, Men renowned for their Power, * whoſe 
name went far unto the Iſlands ; if his Nature and 
Offices are both Allegorically deſcribed and Ty- 
pically repreſented by ſucceeding Prophets, with- 
out any Contradiction to former Prophecies, 
and with a more ample and diſtinct Unfolding of 
themz if the whole Train of this great Deſign 
is ſo graphically Painted, as to affect in the 
moſt lively manner the minds of Men in every 
Faculty and Capacity; if no Method of Deſcrip- 
ton or Adumbration is omitted, which might 
either enlighten the Underſtanding, or captivate 
the Affections; if Wiſe and Good Men in diffe- 
tent Ages of the World, agree with, and are 
ſubſervient to, cach other in their Repreſenta- 
tions; if Men of diverſe Education and Profeſ- 
hons, without any Conſultation with one ano- 
ther, paint out this Great Redcemer in his various 
Lincaments and Characters; if the Courticr, and 
the Shepherd, the Man of Learning, and the 
Man of Power, according to their different 
ways of Thinking and Speaking, give one con- 
ſſtent Reſemblance and perfect Image of this 
Divine Perſon: We muſt acknowledge, that 
this is the moſt complete, the moſt proper, and 
the moſt divine Deſignation of Him; the moſt 
uncapable of Fraud and Conſpiracy, the moſt 


1 Eceluſ. XI. VII. 16. 
F 2 dafe 
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Safe and Satisfactory, that could he contrived; 
and ſuch as could not enter into the Heart of 
Man to deviſe, nor be within the Reach of 
all created Beings to accompliſh. 


If the time, place, and other particulars re. 
lating to his great Undertaking, and All- ſuff. 
cient Sacrifice, were for many Ages before ei. 
ther directly foretold, or obliquely repreſented; 
if ſo many Circumſtances depending on the 
Will of Fews and Romans, and entirely ſubjed 
to the Direction of Divine Providence, were 
clearly and diſtinctly marked out: this muſt 
be confeſſed to be ſo Uncommon, ſo Unpre- 
cedented, and ſo Inimitable, that it neither has 
nor can have, from Humane Power, any Par- 
allel. 


So that St. Peter might well ſay, in the words 
I. have choſen for the Subject of this Diſcourſe, 
We have alſo a more, or moſt ſure Word of Pri- 
phecy. A Teſtimony,' that will ſtand the Exa 
mination of all Ages; a Foundation, that will 
bear the Weight of the whole Chriſtian Fabric: 
it is a firm, conſtant, and laſting Proof, that 
wants no Witneſſes to vouch ifor it, but it's 
Counterpart, the Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
appeals to the Reaſon and Judgment of thc 
whole World for its Truth and Sufficiency. 


I hope, I have now performed what J at firſt] 
propoſed; and, as far as the narrow limits 


of 
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f a ſingle Diſcourſe would well allow, have 
ewn, that 

The Proofs of the Chriſtian Religion are not 
Typical or Allegorical ; 

And that Typical and Allegorical Prophecies are 
wh more valid and convinting, than our Ad- 
erſary has repreſented. | | 

t would now be very proper to conſider 
ww unfairly He has treated the Citations from 
ge Old Teſtament, and the 1u/frarions of the 


ore them to their proper Light and Dignity. 
ut this would engage us further, than the 
ime will permit. 

| ſhall therefore paſs them by at the preſent, 
well as the Argument from the Great Mi- 
ales done by our Saviour, and the Power of 
ding greater communicated to his Apoſtles : 


a Commiſſion from God; and give them the 
teateſt Authority to explain the extenſive Mean- 
g of thoſe Prophecies, which, being dictated by 
Holy Spirit of God, are of no private Ori- 
nal, or Interpretation; eſpecially in ſuch 
arts, as were deſignedly obſcure, and were 
lely left to the infallible Expoſition of the 
ime Divine Spirit, that was the Author of 
dem. | 

| might, perhaps more properly, go on to 
ey the Completion of thoſe many remark- 
able 


imitive Fathers of the Church; and to re- 


hich abundantly demonſtrate, that they acted 


» 1-28 b 
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able Prophecies; which were left us by 7; 
Chriſt, and have been punctually "fulfille ©; 
their Order: for this is alſo a confirming pro 
of the Truth of his Religion, and # »1/t Sure . 
of Prophecy. For, whether we look backwars 
or forwards, all is Uniform; * he Teftin 
ny of Feſus is the Spirit of Prophecy. 
But 1 ſhall only preſs the Commenaation 
St. Peter to Imitation; wherewnto ye do 1d 
. that Je, take heed „ AS unto A Light, that ſhine 
in a dart place: Much application to the Stud 
of the Prophetic Style being neceſſary to a fü 
Comprehenſion of the manifold Wild 
Cod. 

Since then we are continually refer'd to 1 
. ſes and the Prophets; ſince theſe are the Book 

in which the Subſtance of our Religion . 
before the Coming of Jeſus contain'd, and « 
which the New Teſtament is a Commet 
fince the Converſion of the Fews, which 
one of the nobleſt Ends a Chriſtian can purli 
muſt depend on the perfect Knowledge of 
Old Teſtament; and ſince the Chri/tian Re 
gion is ſo openly attack'd thro' the ſides ( 
the Jewiſh: let us manfully advance int 
Study and Vindication of the Hoy 7/7 iting 
in Defence of the Aeſſiah, and of thoſe H 
Men of God, who were Honour'd with Divi 
Revelations concerning Him, 
* Revyel, XIX. 10, 7 | 
Dam 
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Daniel. 4 Perſon greatly beloved of God, had 
: moſt preciſe Diſcoveries concerning the 
mes of the Aeſſiahs Advent and Sufferings ; 
d John, the Beloved Diſciple, had the moſt 
nlarged Views of the Chriſtian Church. 
t muſt therefore be very acceptable to God, 
nd very honourable for our Selves, to under- 
und the Prophetic Language; and to ſearch, 
ith Modeſty and Diligence, into the Full 
geaning of Divine Revelations: which happy 
onſequence, I hope, the pernicious Book of 
ur Adverſary will in ſome meaſure occaſion. 
Providence permits Disbelievers and Heretics 
0 ariſe, that Believers may be tried, and bear 
Vitneſs to the Truth, Woe need not there- 
dre be much concern'd, that Ifidels and Apo- 
ates are openly allowed to attack the Religi- 
n of Feſus Chriſt: for It will ſtand the Teſt 
ff all Ages, and ſhine the Brightcr for being 
ried, | | 
The Study of the Prophecies had perhaps been 
oo much neglected. So that this Zealous Op- 
polition may providentially be of great Service 
o the Chriſtian Church, and promote a more 
curate Underſtanding of the Prophetic Writings. 
In the mean Time may the God of Truth 
bleſs our Enquiries, and make us Succeſsful in 


thoſe Labours, which tend to His Honour and 
Clory. 


THE END. 
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